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““Break, break, break””

1834 Arthur Hallam

““Requiem””

““Because | Could Not Stop for Death””
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Aesthetic comparison between Chinese memorial poetry and western elegy

ZHANG Li-juan, WANG Min

Abstract: Owing to the cultural, philosophical and religious differences, Chinese memorial poetry and
western elegy show different attitudes towards death and have different ways to express it. Therefore, they have
different aesthetic preference to death. This paper focuses on the basic characteristics of Chinese memorial poetry

and western elegy. It analyzes the causes of these differences from the aspect of the content and style, ways of
expression and cultural psychology.
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